
 

Dear client, 

  

Hereby we share with you our latest update about the pumpkin and sunflower market. 

  

If you have any questions or interests regarding our market information you can contact us 

through our contact details below. We always appreciate your feedback. 

  

PUMPKIN 
  

Market - China 

  
Snow white:  
  

The demand in the Chinese domestic market is low, but the interest at the overseas market is 

even worse. Most of the raw material is in hand of traders and speculators, but even though 

the market is stable on the price. The total volume of the snow whites is not so big compared 

to the GWS and Shine Skin quantities, which market it more transparent. In general, we 

expect that many farmers will make the decision to plant a different product instead of 

pumpkin, which can make the volume of the snow white’s even lower next crop.  

  

Shine Skin:  
  

Many farmers and processers hoped on better demands for the Shine Skin kernels after the 

Chinese spring festival but the demand even get less after the festival. Processors see a poor 

domestic demand. The interest from Europe is not big. Only Iran consumes Shine Skin In-

shells, and the rest of the crop is used for hulling to sell kernels. The estimated consumed 

quantities are about 50-60% of the Shine Skin crop so far. 20-30% is still stored at farmers 

places in the Northwest and Northeast origin. Only about 10-20% of the raw material is kept 

in processing factories and speculators storages. The processing factories only keep this stock 

to fulfil their need for their overseas business, so they are sure they have a profit in their 

books. The domestic demands can be easily fulfilled by buying from the farmers. Stock is not 

necessary as there is plenty of product available.  

  

Current market price is stable and low. We expect it will stay this way, till May/June. Please 

read why in our conclusion.  

  

GWS:  
  

Also for the Grown Without Skin we did not see the prices going up after the Chinese new 

year. The total crop is not so big as the Shine Skin’s but the market situation is almost the 

same. GWS is more an export product for the processors but these demands where low during 

this crop. The total crop volume is about 30.000mt and international markets uses about 

20.000mt.  



 

 
Also for the GWS the current market price is stable and low. We expect it will stay this way, 

till May/June. Please read why in our conclusion.  

  

Conclusion 

  
We can still say that the market has to deal with a big oversupply. The market is quiet and 

many final food processors don’t feel any pressure to close long term contracts.  

  
The month April will become very important for the market. During this period, we will get 

the first indications of the farmers estimated plantings for the 2017 crop. Our expectation will 

be that the planted areas will become lower than current crop. The last two crops where very 

difficult for local farmers and the crop conditions where very favourable. This made a big and 

good crop. We expect that the estimated plantings for the 2017 crop will be lower. For this 

reason we believe it makes the market increase during the summer period, starting during 

May/June 2017. 

  

Sunflower 

  

Market – East Europe  
The whole bakery market is difficult at the moment. The demands are low and the price is 

weak. The availability is simply higher than the demands, which keeps pushing the price 

downwards. If the prices decrease more than current levels, farmers will hold their stock. 

They prefer to wait till they can get better money, instead of selling their raw seeds with 

losses. We expect that the price will stay on the same (interesting) level for the next few 

months. We see currently market prices around Euro 645-650 ex works. 

  

Kindest regards, 

  

Paul, Nurcan and Mark 

Trade department 

  

Aldebaran Commodities B.V.  
Rotterdam | The Netherlands 

  

Direct +31-107620510 (Paul)  

Direct +31-107620514 (Nurcan)  

Direct +31-107620515 (Mark) 

  

www.aldebaran.nl | trade@aldebaran.nl 

Please check our website for our weekly market report 

 

http://www.aldebaran.nl/
mailto:trade@aldebaran.nl
http://www.aldebaran.nl/market-report/

