
 

Dear client, 
 
Please find below our latest updates on the peanuts. In case you have questions or demands, feel 
free to contact us through our contact details listed below.  
 
ARGENTINA 
The crop from Argentina looks well, people are very positive and in best scenario, the volumes will 
be bigger compared to last year. The Argentinian are very confident about the volume and quality of 
the goods, the only bump in the road could be the weather during digging and harvesting. In 
addition, forecast is telling that frost may come up. As the crop is quite big, it will take more time 
than to bring the goods to the plants. For now, some more rain is needed and then sunny days to dig 
and harvest normally. Some shellers have started or will start this week with digging. This applies to 
the peanuts that are not in the best conditions, whereas the peanuts that are in full bloom will most 
likely be digged around mid-April.  
Several packers made several pre-sales a few months ago - prices were than higher than now – so 
they are quite comfortable in their sales. Contracts were made for May shipment but most likely, 
this will all become June onwards.  
Regarding current crop there is not much to say. All the good quality has been shipped out already 
and what is left to sell are 2nd and 3rd grade peanuts. Current availability on the spot market is also 
tight and which will remain tight until the new crop will be shipped. We noticed that buyers prefer to 
wait with the purchase as they feel prices from Argentine will go down even more, so we need to 
wait a few more weeks to see how this origin develops.   
 
CHINA 
This origin is still suffering from a weak market, with prices dropping down noticeable (little by little 
since Chinese Spring Festival). Especially from Northern China (Jilin) where the peanuts are 
suffocating of frozen kernels and high moisture. Together in combination with warm weather, the 
fear of quality problems is building up, thus farmers are trying to push their stocks. Oil crushers have 
also dropped their prices, which led to the price decrease of export material. The imports to China 
has also dropped by USD 80-100 /MT, this is in combination with the cheap peanuts that have been 
bought from India and Africa (also quite favorable as these peanuts have higher oil content).  
Demand after Chinese Spring Festival was not as high as the Chinese had hoped. We believe that 
prices might drop by some USD 10-20 /MT even more and then will remain stable again. If they go 
any lower, they will be hovering at Indian peanut prices but that is very unlikely. Expected is that the 
prices will go up in July again, after the hot summer has passed by.  
The alerts of aflatoxin rejects in Europe has been activated again and several factories have been 
banned already. This will put pressure on the market, especially on the spot market as buyers need 
their contracted peanuts and the availability of good quality will get more limited. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
BRAZIL 
Brazil is also making nice progress in the ’17 crop. 50% has been harvested already; some are even 
up to 80%. Some have shipped their goods already and the gross will start shipping in April. The 
quality and yields look goods. In our last e-mail, we were quite sceptical of the heavy rain in the late 
reasons, but the weather recovered quickly and the damages were kept limited. On blanched 
pricing, the Brazilians are slightly more expensive than the Argentinians are. On raw pricing, they are 
quite similar to Argentina but the raw offers to Europe are very limited. Farmers have also dropped 
their prices and adjusted it to values that are more realistic.  
 
US 
There is not much to say about US, the availability on current crop gets smaller and smaller. Quality 
is still an issue, many aflatoxin problems. Shellers are trying to move them via red tags. There is still a 
demand for blanched runners; buyers are even buying these after the goods have been blanched in 
Europe. This tightness will become even stronger. Those who can, it is highly advised to switch to 
other origins like Argentina or Brazil, because this situation will not change at least until December 
until the new crop comes. From Europe, we do not see much demand for the new crop; buyers are 
still hesitant and expect that the prices will come down (especially if Argentina lowers their prices 
even more).  
 
EGYPT 
This origin has practically sold all their goods and what is left need to be shipped by mid-April latest 
due to the hot summer and the lack of cold stores. As far as new crop, plantings will start during 
mid-April, harvest during mid-September and the Egyptians will start offering by the end of June. 
They expect an export volume of 55,000 tons.  
 
SOUTH-AFRICA 
On the 28th February, the revised area planted and first production was published. Planted area is 
52,500 and the 1st forecast in tonnage is 88,175 (with Free State and North West being the largest 
provinces). In 2016 the planted area was 22,600, but the final crop came out at 17,680. The presence 
of favorable rainfall made sure that the yields look promising and people are very positive, finally 
after several following drought years. There is still time left before harvesting, so more information 
will follow in April.  
 
Aldebaran’s market view/advice: 
We feel that the spot market on the Runner type will remain tight, especially on the raw peanuts 
and at least till the new crop of Brazil and Argentina arrives in Europe. There is not much pressure on 
blanched Runner as origins has blanched many lots (because of internal failures in origin) and the 
bad quality that arrives in Europe is being blanched.  
In case you need to cover yourself with Chinese peanuts, now is the time to book. Do keep in mind 
of whom you book because of the export bans of some factories. Prices are now at their most 
favorable levels. 

 
 



 
 
If you receive any aflatoxin rejections yourself in Europe, please contact us as we might be able to 
find a bird feeding buyer for, as this can be more profitable for your supplier (instead or shipping it 
back to origin). 
 
 
It is obvious that new crop prices from Argentina are cheaper than current spot goods; however, 
there are sellers that are offering you both crops at the same price. Please make sure that you see 
the quality upfront.  
As mentioned above already, we can be spot buyer for your overstock.  
 
Please find below our current unsold goods on stock and afloat basis. All are net prices, subject 
availability and final confirmation. We are looking forward to your firm interest. In case a product is 
not mentioned on the list, please contact us as well for other possibilities.  
 

Packaging quantity Total MT Origin Grade Crop Price U$ /MT FCA 

8 big bags 10,00 Argentine Runner 40/50 2016 1800 

12 big bags 15,00 Argentine Runner 40/50 blanched 2016 1825 

20 big bags 25,00 Argentine Runner splits blanched 2016 1825 

800 bags 20,00 Chinese Hsuji 40/50  2016 1750 

360 bags 9,00 Chinese Red skin 50/60 2016 1795 

1600 bags 40,00 Chinese Red skin 60/70 2016 1775 

40 big bags 50,00 Chinese Virginia 24/28 2015 1550 

30 big bags 37,50 Chinese Virginia 25/29 blanched 2015 1475 

680 cartons 17,00 Chinese  Virginia 25/29 blanched 2016 1695 

580 bags 17,40 Chinese Inshell Shandong seaflower 9/11 2016 1600 

550 bags 16,50 Egyptian Inshell NC White 9/11 2016 1850 

760 bags 19,00 Indian  Bold 40/50 2016 1600 

500 bags 12,50 Indian  Bold 50/60 2015 1500 

 
Kindest regards, 
Paul, Nurcan and Mark 
Trade department 
 
Aldebaran Commodities B.V.  
Rotterdam | The Netherlands 
 
Direct +31-107620510 (Paul)  
Direct +31-107620514 (Nurcan)  
Direct +31-107620515 (Mark) 
 
www.aldebaran.nl | trade@aldebaran.nl 
Please check our website for our weekly market reports 

http://www.aldebaran.nl/
mailto:trade@aldebaran.nl
http://www.aldebaran.nl/market-report/


 
 

 


