
 
 
Dear client, 

 
Hereby we share with you our latest update about the pumpkin and sunflower market. 
 
If you have any questions or interests regarding our market information you can contact us through 
our contact details below. We appreciate your feedback. 

 
PUMPKIN 
 
Market – China 
 
Currently the pumpkin kernel market is still very stable and prices are at attractive low levels. 
Regardless if it is for Shine Skin, GWS or Snow White.  We saw prices decrease again in the last few 
weeks with about USD 70-80 dollar per ton. 
 
One reason: There are still many stocks of pumpkin kernels available in the market. 
 
Almost all new crop pumpkins will be planted around 1st May, we guess many farmers will stick by 
planting pumpkin again. Of course, some farmers lost money this year, but if you look back at the 
last few years, they did not do so bad at all. For that reason we do not expect big changes in the 
planting areas. The people that really lost money are local traders who stored several of thousand 
metric tons pumpkin at the begin of the crop. Because there is still plenty of other material available 
directly from the farmers, or from the traders who did not bought their goods at the beginning of 
the crop on a too high price. If all those traders start selling now with losses the price would even 
decrease more. For that reason most of them are waiting for the moment they can sell on better 
levels. The question is how long should they wait for this? 
 
Another reason: The buying market is very quiet and slow. Local processers are even talking about a 
depression. As the prices are decreasing for a long period now, it makes the whole European market 
careful on buying this year. Up to now, it does not happened that many buyers felt the need to buy 
urgently goods in a short time period. When there is a need to cover pumpkin, the buyer has the 
chance to do this on the best current prices simply by waiting until they need it. 
 
Our opinion is that the price of Shin Skin is currently too low as all processors are telling us it is far 
below cost prices. So there will be a change on a very small increase during April/May on this 
product. The margin on the GWS is better, so we expect that a stable level during the next few 
months.  
 
At the moment there is still about 30-40% left of the quantities of 2016 crop. We expect there will be 
about 30% left when 2017 crop will arrive. For that reason, we do not expect big prices changes 
during the next months. Even not if the farmers will plan to decrease their planting areas.  Some 
processor believe it will take one of two years before the prices have recovered again. The good 
news is, up to now almost one year has passed by.  
 



Current market levels; 

 
 
GWS A – 2025 CFR 
GWS AA – 2325 CFR 
Shine Skin A – 1920 CFR 
Shine Skin AA – 2360 CFR 
 

Spot Prices; 
 
GWS grade AA crop 2016 – USD 2590 FCA Rotterdam 
GWS grade AA crop 2015 ( vacuum packed) USD 2485 FCA Rotterdam 

 

Ukraine  
The prices on the Ukraine pumpkin market where stable the last weeks. There is still a good 
availability on the snow whites, which makes the prices very attractive at the moment. The 
availability of the shine skin kernels is not so big and for that reason, we expect this level will rise 
during the next months. When we get closer to the next crop in October, we believe that the prices 
in general will move up further. Probably starting during the summer months. Our advice is to cover 
on time also to make sure you have guarantee of good quality material. 

 
Current market levels; 
 

 
Shine Skin A kernels USD 2270 FCA  
(please ask for our re-cleaned options with purity of 
99,98%) 
 

 
Pumpkin seed   Snow white 10+ $2000 FCA 
Pumpkin seed   Snow white 11- $1800 FCA 
Pumpkin seed   Snow white 11+ $2250 FCA 
Pumpkin seed   Snow white 12+ $3100 FCA 
Pumpkin seed   Snow white 13+ $3200 FCA 
 

 

Sunflower  
 
Market – East Europe 
 
Last weeks the sunflower market was a bit unpredictable and we saw the prices going up and down. 
The current demands are still quite slow and the packers are not very hesitant to offer a longer 
spreads these days.  We see currently market prices around Euro 645-650 ex works. We see no 
indications for big changes in the next few months. 
 

 



Kindest regards, 
 
Paul, Nurcan and Mark 
Trade department 
 
Aldebaran Commodities B.V.  
Rotterdam | The Netherlands 
 
Direct +31-107620510 (Paul)  
Direct +31-107620514 (Nurcan)  
Direct +31-107620515 (Mark) 
 
www.aldebaran.nl | trade@aldebaran.nl 
Please check our website for our weekly market reports 
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