
 

Dear client, 
  
We hope that everybody had a very nice Easter! Hereby we like to share with you our latest update 
about the pumpkin and sunflower market. 
  
If you have any questions or interests regarding our market information you can contact us through 
our contact details below. Many thanks for your feedback and interest to cooperate with us. 

  

PUMPKIN 

  

Market – China 

  

After a very long period of decrease the pumpkin prices has started increasing again. The market has 
becoming more active and we see a rising demand in European market. Many buyers have bought 
so far only the quantities they need, because the availability was good and the prices even better 
during this season. Slowly we see this trend changing. We see that people are interested to buy for 
longer periods and considering to cover their needs till next crop will come. Due to the slow sales 
and low prices during last period, we believe there are still many traders with stocks on high price 
levels. 
 

We have seen the market changing during the last two weeks because the good quality raw 
materials are getting less in origin. Most stocks switched from traders ‘and farmers’ hand to the 
warehouses of the processors. This way they can insure the quality and the price to fulfil their 
contracts and future sales. In general we can say that there is more Shine skin in the market than 
GWS and more grade A than AA or higher. 
  
 The main reason for the price increase the last weeks was the crop news for next season. Farmers 
lost money on the 2016 pumpkin crop, so they look for planting-alternatives for next season. In the 
Xinjiang province more farmers has chosen to plant cotton and wheat this year as Chinese 
government is offering subsidy for these products. About 2500RMB (USD 350) per acre. We hear 
from Jilin Province that farmers intend to plant beans, because this product is short in supply the last 
years. 
  
During this period, there are rumors in the market that the estimated crop for next season will be 
about 50% less in size because of above-mentioned reasons. This number is based on the sales of 
the sowing seeds so far. Normally these numbers are able to give us a rough indication during this 
period of the year. Sowing of the new crop is already started and nearly finished in Xinjiang province. 
In Gansu and Inner Mongolia it will start soon and will finish probably early May. Of course, this will 
depend on the weather conditions. 
 

  
 

 

  

  



 
Conclusion and advice 

  
The market is rising. After a long stable, maybe even a boring period, there is some activity again. 
The availability of the kernels is still good, but it’s getting less. This affects the price currently. 
Although the prices are higher than a few weeks ago, they are still at attractive levels. In case you 
have quantities to cover, we believe it is still a perfect moment to step in. Most indications and news 
are telling us that the pumpkin market will keep increasing for a longer period. We expect the price 
will rise further till normal price levels, because the current market is simply too low.  
  

Market – East Europe 

  

It is getting more difficult to find bigger size in-shell pumpkin seeds during this period of the crop. 
For this reason, we see also the kernel price going up the last month. The price went up with about 
USD 100-120 dollar per ton. Currently it’s still too cold to plant the new crop (even snow in Ukraine 
at the moment). This will start during May. The harvest of the 2017 crop will start by the end of 
September. We expect to distribute during the second half of October if the weather conditions are 
ok. We expect that the availability of current crop will get lower during the summer period. Also 
because of the influence of Chinese prices, we expect the prices of eastern-European pumpkin seeds 
keep rising the next months.  
  

  

SUNFLOWER 

  
Market – East Europe 

  

The market on the sunflower kernels is slow and there is not a big interest. Therefore, there are no 
big price changes. Current price levels are around Euro 650-660 ex works. The last days there was a 
lot of rainfall, which is very favorable for the new crop. So far, all indications for new crop are good. 
For that reason, we don’t expect any prices changes on the sunflower kernels during the summer 
months.  
 
Kindest regards, 
Paul, Nurcan, and Mark 
Trade department 
  
Aldebaran Commodities B.V.  
Rotterdam | The Netherlands 
  
Direct +31-107620510 (Paul)  
Direct +31-107620514 (Nurcan)  
Direct +31-107620515 (Mark)  
 

 


