
 
 

Dear client, 

Hereby we like to share with you our latest update about the pumpkin and sunflower market. 

If you have any questions or interests regarding our market information you can contact us 

through our contact details below. Many thanks for your feedback and interest to cooperate with 

us. 

PUMPKIN 

Market – China 

May was a month of further increase. We have seen a very high interest in the European market 

on the pumpkin seeds during the last weeks. The prices went further up, and there is still no 

indication that the market will become a little bit more stable soon. The prices during the start of 

2017 were extremely (maybe even too) cheap. It was impossible for farmers to make money on 

the seeds. For that reason many farmers has chosen to plant other products instead of the pumpkin 

kernels for next season. Cotton is very popular because the government is giving subsidy for the 

cotton planting this year. Based on information from the farmers and the sales of the seeds for 

seeding the estimated crop will be 30% less, compared to 2016 crop. Probably the availability of 

the GWS will be even lower (40-50%). Many processors suggest that the total crop will be 70-

80% less of 2016 crop or even worse. Actually, we do not believe this rumors and we believe that 

they are based on incorrect information. However, a fact is, that the next crop will be smaller and 

it could get worse if we also going to face unfavorable weather conditions.   

We see the biggest increase these days on the GWS kernels. There are not so much quantities 

left in the market and most stocks are in hand of local traders. These days they are having more 

control over the market. 

Also the estimated plantings for next season GWS are worse to the expectations of the shine skin 

plantings. The price difference between shine skin A and GWS A is about 150 dollars/mt today. 

On the AA grade is the difference slightly higher. We believe that the difference in price between 

shine skin and GWS will get bigger during the next weeks/months. The stocks of the GWS are 

smaller and the sales is popular. The price gab is also visible in the chart below. 

It is getting also very important the next months to pay extra attention on the quality and pesticide 

levels of the pumpkin kernels. In a normal season, the quality becomes lower during the crop, but 

as the free quantities for seller will get lower, we expect that there will be more bad quality on the 

market. Please be aware of this. 

  

  

 



 
 

Advise and expectations. 

In our last market update, we have mentioned that although the prices are (again) higher than a 

few weeks ago, they are still at attractive levels. And we have mentioned, it is still a perfect 

moment to step in. Today we still have the same vision on the market. Even after this big increase 

the last weeks. A further increase of about 200-300 dollars per ton should be possible based on 

the stocks of current crop and expectations of next crop. And prices around 3000 dollars for AA 

grade does not sounds unreasonable for this product in current market circumstances. For that 
reason we would advise to make sure have covered your needs for 2016 crop for sure. Beside 
that we think it’s a good idea to cover some parts of your needs for the 2017 crop (September – 
December delivery)  

Pumpkin Market – East Europe 

In addition, the market in east-Europe keeps increasing. The quantities free for selling are low 

and will become even rare soon. Especially the big seeds is very difficult to find and there is 

almost nothing in the market above 10+. On the kernels we have seen the market increase with 

another 200-250 dollars per ton during the last two weeks. The expectations are that this trend 

will continue during June/July. Ukraine has faced very cold nights during May and many seeds 

are destroyed due of the frost. Farmers are planting new seeds again now, to compensate the loss.  

Local stocks // Offers Chinese pumpkin 

GWS grade AA heat-treated  at USD 2625 FCA Holland 

GWS grade AA crop 2015 at USD 2510 FCA Holland 

Shine Skin A heat-treated at USD 2315 FCA Holland 

 All vacuum packed 

SUNFLOWER 

Market – East Europe 

Last week we have seen a small decrease on the market for bakery kernels of about 5-10 euro/mt. 

The availability is good. Some processor has closed some big quantities to guarantee that their 

factory keeps running during the season. Some of them are even sold out for current crop. In 

general, there are still enough processor with space in the production process, which makes 

prompt loading possible if you buy today. All indications for new crop are good and the prices for 

new crop are even lower than current crop. During the summer months, we expect that more 

processor will close bigger contracts. Because of this, more factories will get fully booked until 

the next crop. Please be aware of this, it might become more difficult to buy hand to mouth. 

Kindest regards, 



  
Paul, Nurcan and Mark 
Trade department 
  
Aldebaran Commodities B.V.  
Rotterdam | The Netherlands 
  
Direct +31-107620510 (Paul)  
Direct +31-107620514 (Nurcan)  
Direct +31-107620515 (Mark) 
  
www.aldebaran.nl | trade@aldebaran.nl 
Please check our website for our weekly market report 
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