
 

Dear client, 
Hereby we share with you our latest update about the pumpkin and sunflower market. 
If you have any questions or interests regarding our market information you can contact us through 
our contact details below. Many thanks for your feedback and interest to cooperate with us. 
 
PUMPKIN 
Market – China 
Also during June, we saw the prices of the pumpkin seeds rising. Since the beginning of 2017 the 
pumpkin seeds market increased with approximately 25-30%. Currently the market became a bit 
more stable, but it is very hard to say if the market will increase further. 
One of the reasons for the high prices today is because it is very difficult for the processors to buy 
raw seeds. Most material is in hand of local traders and they sell only on very high levels. Most of the 
processors believe the price is unreasonable and too high. They see their sales decreasing because of 
the high prices. If they haven’t kept enough stocks they can only fulfill their contract with losses 
because they need to buy on high prices for the local traders.  They say the local traders try to heat 
up the market more and more to generate new price increase. So local traders can make more 
money on their stocks.  
The GWS market became more tight during June and especially the AA grade. In our previous market 
reports, we mentioned that we expect prices on levels around USD 3000 for AA grades. Right now, 
these levels are offered from A-processors for the Grown Without Skin grade AA. The availability of 
the skin A is still good. Of course this price also kept increasing because of the heat on the market, 
but we personally believe there is more than enough (even too much) Shine Skin A till the next crop. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Very important are the expected volumes and quality of the new crop. As mentioned in our previews 
updates we are expecting a decrease on the harvest quantities. There are a lot of rumors and 
speculations about the exact numbers. Based on the last information we believe that the crop of  

 Since the beginning of 2017 the pumpkin seeds market increased with approximately 25-30%. 



 
 
GWS will be about 40% lower than 2016 harvest. We expect a decrease on the Shin Skin about 25-
30%. 
 
So far the weather conditions are good and the crop is developing well. As China knows extreme 
weather conditions this can change every week of course. We keep you posted about further 
development. 
We would like to mention again that it is very important in this period of the season to pay extra 
attention to the quality and pesticide levels of the pumpkin kernels. In a normal season, the quality 
becomes lower during the crop, but as the free quantities for seller will get lower, we expect that 
there will be more bad quality on the market. Please be aware of this. 
 
 

 
 
Advice and expectations. 
The price of the pumpkin seeds have reached a new level. The period of buying pumpkin seeds on 
extreme low levels is currently over. There are no indications the market will decrease in the coming 
period. A chance of further increase is still there. Local traders are playing a tough game. They have 
a lot of raw material in hand, so they have big influence now on the development of the prices. We 
advise to make sure you have covered your needs for 2016 crop. Make sure you work with A-
processors for this. They will have stocks themselves of good quality seeds or they can use a trustful 
network to buy them. This is important to make sure you will receive good quality seeds during this 
period of the crop. Beside that we advise to cover some parts of your needs for the 2017 crop 
(September – December delivery) The interest during September will be big, as everybody wants 
there 2017 crop in asap. 
 

 So far the weather conditions are good and the crop is developing well. 

 Local traders are playing a tough game. They have a lot of raw material in hands so they have 
big influence now on the development of the prices. 



 
 
 
Pumpkin Market – East Europe 
Also the pumpkin market in Ukraine and Bulgaria is under pressure. The quantities free for selling 
are limited. Good quality kernels are difficult to find. The bigger size in-shells are very expensive and 
rare these days. There was a bad start on the plantings for the new crop because of unexpected frost 
during May. Now weather conditions are better and the crop is developing better in this stage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNFLOWER 
Market – East Europe 
Current (2016) crop is almost over. Processors are fulfilling their last contracts and after that, they 
stop processing during summer period. Finding goods for collection during July/August will be very 
difficult as everybody starts preparing on the next crop. We see a small increase on the offers for 
new crop bakery kernels. During July, the market went up with about 10 – 15 euro p/mt. If you did 
not order your new crop material yet, we advise to make sure you book them as soon as possible. 
When new crop arrives everybody wants there kernels asap. During this (hectically) period we 
always see many delays. Especially if you have bought your sunflower late in the season. 
 

 Beside the shine skin kernels we are also able to offer Steiermark Pumpkin kernels from 
Bulgaria origin! Please ask us for more details. 



 
 

Local stocks // Offers Chinese pumpkin 

GWS grade AA heat-treated at USD 2710 FCA Holland 
GWS grade AA crop 2016 at USD 2685 FCA Holland 
Shine Skin A heat-treated at USD 2420 FCA Holland (afloat) 

All vacuum packed 

 

 

 


